
St Joseph’s Newsletter
Sunday 23rd August 2020

21st Sunday Ordinary Time: Year A

Please ring or email if you have anything to include in the newsletter.
Parish office:  0118 9428632     sjtilehurst@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish website: http://www.st-josephs-tilehurst.org.uk
Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/stjosephstilehurst

Office Open
St Joseph's Parish office is open for telephone and email contact only at present. 
Office hours are Tuesdays & Fridays from 9am - 12.30pm.  
Please ring: 0118 942 8632  or  email: sjtilehurst@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk, 
or drop Mass offerings/correspondence through the presbytery letterbox.

Fr Peter
Fr Peter is still in Poland and Fr Richard kindly continues to cover for him.

Volunteers
If you would like to volunteer your help in any way, please contact the parish office.  
Without volunteer help, we would not be able to continue.

Sunday Collections and Donations
To make any donation to St Joseph’s, please see ‘Donations’ on the home page of 
our website , or follow this link directly: http://st-josephs-
tilehurst.org.uk/upload/newsletter/DonationStJosephsTilehurst.pdf

GDPR statement
Thank you for registering to join the email group at St Joseph's Parish Tilehurst. Your privacy is 
important to us, and we want to communicate with you in a way which has your consent and is in 
line with data protection law.
Your name and contact details are stored in a private document and are only visible to the admin 
team. We will use your details only for the purpose of communicating with information about St 
Joseph’s Parish Tilehurst. You may withdraw this consent at any time by emailing stjo@st-josephs-
tilehurst.org.uk or any member of the admin team. The admin team consists of St Joseph’s parish 
office, Sue and Geoff Collier, Ann Epps and Anne Dennehy. Please contact the admin team if you 
have any questions.
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Simon Peter proclaims that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God; Jesus confirms Peter as the 
rock on which he will build his Church, assigning to him the keys of the kingdom of heaven.
Located on the outskirts of Rome, the Basilica of St Paul-outside-the-Walls traces the two-thousand-year 
history of the Church in a unique way. The building itself is not that old. It was rebuilt after the original 
fourth-century church was destroyed by fire in 1823. Some parts still remain from those early centuries, 
notably St Paul’s tomb and the magnificent cloister.
However, it’s a series of round mosaics, high up above the columns, which links the Church across the 
ages back to its first beginnings. The mosaics carry images of all the popes from St Peter to the present 
day. Each picture recalls the person responsible for guiding and shepherding the Church at a particular 
time in Christian history. Through his predecessor, every one of these Bishops of Rome received the same 
authority first given by Jesus to the apostle Peter. They form a chain of continuity, guaranteeing the 
Church’s faithfulness to Christ. It’s an impressive line-up. While they had very different personalities, the 
popes were entrusted with the ministry of strengthening the Church on the solid foundation of faith.
At the moment there are a few empty frames, ready and waiting to be filled with the images of new 
popes yet to be elected. There’s a tradition that when all the mosaics are complete, it will signal the end 
of the world. So, let’s hope that the authorities at St Paul’s will do what previous generations have done 
and make sure there are always a few spare places.
The encounter between Jesus and Simon Peter in the Gospel is of central significance for what we believe 
about the Church. Jesus shows himself to be the wisest of teachers. He leads his disciples forward in 
faith, questioning them, allowing them to grow in understanding. He moves quickly from enquiring about 
what others think and say about him, to wanting to know what the disciples believe. Jesus doesn’t want a 
second-hand opinion. Nothing but a personal response is acceptable: “‘But you,’ he said, ‘who do you say 
that I am?’” Perhaps there were many other answers to that question that were never recorded in the 
Gospel – we’ll never know. What we do know, however, is that the most important response came from 
Peter.
The Gospels show us how complex a character Peter was. He combined absolute enthusiasm with 
complete unreliability. How reassuring that someone so clearly flawed could become the rock on which 
Jesus would rely and depend to build his Church. It’s an encouragement for us all.
Peter announced the core belief of Christian faith: that Jesus is the Christ, the Holy One, the Son of the 
living God. He recognised Jesus for who he was and, in the presence of such faith, Jesus confirmed Peter 
as the foundation stone on which the Church would be established. On that day, Peter spoke for every 
disciple who would ever live; and through his successors, the popes, his voice is alive and clear in the 
world today.
In the first homily preached after his election, Pope Benedict XVI told the assembled cardinals how his 
mind turned to the region of Caesarea Philippi two thousand years ago. He described how it seemed that 
the words of Peter and Jesus were being relived in his own life. With a certain apprehension, he was 
repeating the “anxious words of the fisherman from Galilee” – “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” And, with “intimate emotion”, he listened again to the “reassuring promise of the divine Master” –
“You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church.”
In our own discipleship, whatever our particular vocation, Jesus invites us to relive a personal answer to 
his question: “Who do you say that I am?” More or less confidently, our faith will allow or desire us to 
proclaim, with the Church, “You are the Christ.” And no matter how challenging our circumstances, we 
too receive from the Lord the reassuring promise that we are the living stones that build up his body, the 
Church.
Like the rocks of the earth, we are different shapes and sizes, ages and colours. We have different 
qualities and strengths. Some are best suited for one purpose, others for another, but all are 
necessary. Our common identity, our unity, is in belonging to the Church founded on Peter and the

apostles and sharing their faith, a faith in Jesus the Son of the living God who reveals to us a love 
that is eternal.

Gospel Reflection: Matthew 16



Catholic looking for a room to rent:
My name is Hannah and I am 22. I am starting work as an Assistant Psychologist for children 
and adolescents in Reading in mid-September and I am looking to rent a room with a 
Catholic family. I am friendly and quiet. I was living at the Oxford Catholic student chaplaincy 
last year and can provide references. My mobile number is 07850 592 411 and my email 
address is h4nn4h11@gmail.com

Mass Booking Diary
Next year’s diary is now open. Please contact the parish office if you would like to book a 
mass:  0118 9428632   or   sjtilehurst@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Medjugorje pilgrimage
Unfortunately due to the current Government regulations regarding travel to and from 
Bosnia and Croatia our pilgrimage has been postponed until next year. Deacon Tom will be 
postponing the “block booking” in due course unless BA cancel the flight beforehand. More 
updates to follow.  If you have any questions, please contact Deacon Tom for further 
information via email: tom.tranter379@btinternet.com

Live Streaming 
We are live streaming masses from St Josephs at these times:

Sat 5pm (Sunday Vigil)  /  Sun 10am  /  Wed 11am
Here is the YouTube link for live mass from St Joseph’s Tilehurst
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCruCvuFlvKVpmI2vvGWdDKQ 

MASKS:  must be worn in church by all,  school age and above.
They must cover nose as well as mouth. This is now a legal requirement.

Public Mass
Attendance at Mass is by INVITATION ONLY.  You MUST register first. 
Email communication is preferred if possible:   stjo@st-josephs-tilehurst.org.uk
OR ring this number:  Anne Dennehy:  07765 146234  (ONLY to register for mass)

Coffee and Chat 
Sundays: 12pm Grab a coffee and have a catch-up with friends from St Josephs.

https://pepsico.zoom.us/j/65563666322?pwd=ZlpNYlBxbTZSUlJZR3lwSHJRSnhCUT09
Or join by phone:  0330 088 5830   Meeting ID:  655 6366 6322     Password: 085487

Rosary  
Saturday 10am Join online: https://meet.jit.si/StjoTilehurstOnlineMeetingPlace

Or join by phone: 0121 468 3154   Access code 2225 6148 96#
Don’t forget the ‘hash’ or ‘pound’ character (#) at the end
Check your phone contract does include 01 numbers for free

News and Events
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St Monica: 27th August
St Augustine of Hippo: 28th August

I usually write about one Saint of the Week however as St Monica was the mother of 
St Augustine I cannot write about one to the exclusion of the other.
Both were born in Thagaste, in what is present day Algeria. Monica was born in 
331AD; Augustine in 354AD.
Monica married at a very young age to a man who had a violent temper. Her husband 
would not allow their three children to be baptised. However when Augustine fell ill 
Monica pleaded with him to have the child baptised. Her husband agreed but before 
the Baptism, Augustine recovered so Monica's husband withdrew his permission.
For many years, Monica prayed for his conversion until finally, one year before his 
death, he converted to Christianity.
Monica also prayed for Augustine. To put it mildly , he lived a very wayward life and 
Monica prayed every day for his conversion. After about seventeen years of daily 
prayer, Monica's prayers were answered. Augustine converted to Christianity.
Not long after his conversion, in fact in the same year, Monica died. Her prayers were 
answered..
Augustine  became a bishop and eventually wrote and preached energetically in 
defence of the Faith after his conversion and he is one of the most influential Doctors 
of the Church. His principles concerning the religious continue to inspire the 
Augustinian religious orders of today.
St Monica pray for us
St Augustine pray for us
Mike

Prayer to St Monica
St Monica, I need your prayers.
You know how exactly  I am feeling because you once felt it yourself.
I am hurting, hopeless and in despair.
I desperately want my child to return to Christ and His Church but I cannot do it alone; 
I need God's help.
Please join me in begging the Lord's powerful grace to flow into my child's life.
Ask the Lord to soften his/her heart. Prepare a path for his/her conversion and 
activate the Holy Spirit in his/her life.
I ask this through Christ Our Lord  
Amen

Saint of the Week



Prayers Please

Mass Intentions
Please send an email to the office if you would like Fr Peter to say a mass:    
sjtilehurst@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Suggested donation £10 – pay online or with envelope through the door

Your Prayers please:
For the sick and housebound: Nora Colley, Pat Togher, Bernadette Smeesters, Gerard 
Tomas, Lya Turner, Charles Livingston, Barbara Turner, Mary Hoban, Jean Trott, Stefen
Griffiths, Nina Aramo, Jo Boase, Julie Thompson, Michael & Joy O’Connell, Carmela 
Garzia, Kathleen Urban, Helen, Natasha, Marek, Bridget, Iga, Maggie Tranter, Jadwiga 
Wlasak, Anne Rees, Ged & Maureen Murphy, Jackie Hopper, Hilary Cameron, Maureen 
Hanson, Dick O’Brien, Sisters of St Ann, Bamenda, Fr Peter’s parents, Tess Heenan


